Project acronym: EnergyPROSPECTS
Title: PROactive Strategies and Policies
for Energy Citizenship Transformation
Grant Agreement number: 101022492

ENERGYT
PROSPECTS

EMPOWERMENT TOOLKIT
AND KNOWLEDGE

REPOSITORY

EnergyPROSPECTS partners

University of Galway (UoG)
University Road, H91 TK33, Galway, Ireland

Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB),
Avenue Franklin Roosevelt 50-1050, Bruxelles, Belgium

GreenDependent Institute (GDI),
2100 G&déll8, Eva u. 4., Hungary

Universiteit Maastricht (UM),
Minderbroedersberg 4-6, 6200 MD, Maastricht,
Netherlands

Applied Research and Communications Fund (ARC
Fund), Alexander Zhendov Street 5, 1113, Sofia,
Bulgaria

Notre Europe - Institut Jacques Delors (JDI),
18, rue de Londres 75009, Paris, France

Jacques Delors

chcndcnt
Institute

% Maastricht University

ARCFUND

NOTRE'

Institute

QLLSCOILNAGAILLIMHE
UNIVERSITY 0F GALWAY

UNIVERSITE
ULB N334
DE BRUXELLES

University of Latvia (UL),
Raina bulvaris 19, LV-1586, Riga, Latvia

Technische Universitat Berlin (TUB),
Strafle des 17. Juni 135, 10623, Berlin, Germany

Universidade da Coruia (UDC),
Rua da Maestranza 9, 15001 A Corufia, Spain

UNIVERSITY
OF LATVIA

Technische '
Universitét

Beriin

.
e
UNIVERSIDADE
DA CORUNA

Acknowledgment: EnergyPROSPECTS is a Horizon 2020 project funded by the European

Commission under Grant Agreement No. 101022492.

Disclaimer: the views and opinions expressed in this publication are the sole responsibility of the
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Commission.



ENERGYﬂ

Empowerment Toolkit PROSPECTS

aware of to its less active and empowered forms, an analysis has been made of the
societal conditions that facilitate sustainable, democratic, fair or otherwise
desirable forms of ENCI to thrive.

Introduction to the ENCI concept

Within the context of the EnergyPROSPECTS project, energy citizenship has been

It relates to practices concerning both...

formally defined as

[..] forms of civic involvement that pertain to the development of a more
sustainable and democratic energy system. Beyond its manifest forms,
energy citizenship (ENCI) also comprises various latent forms: it is an ideal
that can be lived up to and realised to varying degrees, according to
different framework conditions and states of empowerment (Pel et al.
2021, p. 4

The ENCI concept has been created to assert the significance of active
involvement of citizens in energy systems. It is a social construction. It is not
something that can simply observed. Would you be able to count how many
energy citizens live on your street or in your apartment block? Probably not,
neither would we, but we can consider how citizens, households, and
organisations (both public and private) are enacting and practising energy
citizenship in different ways. That is precisely our aim by mapping 596 cases of
ENCI across Europe (ENC| Database). These cases cover a highly divergent pool of
ENCI, that include individual agency in a household, organisational and public
settings, collective agency in citizen and hybrid collectives and social movements.

Within In social

organisations

households sphere movements

Energy citizenship is also an emerging set of political ideals that feeds the social
construction of the concept As with citizenship more generally, it encompasses
radical and moderate versions. Across the different interpretations, it can refer to
somehow more active, engaged, sustainability-oriented, democratic. Moreover, it
can refer to more desirable ways of participating in energy systems. Whilst keeping

Energy
demand

EnergyPROSPECTS opens up the concept of

- Examining multiple and
heterogenous manifestations of
ENCI across Europe, that set the
stage for renewed  political
decision-making and democratic
settings.

- Incorporating multiple ‘latent’ (less
visible) forms of ENCI that also form
part of the energy transition. These
‘manifest’, visible and exposed,
types of energy citizenship unveil a
one-sided image of the actual
practices enacted across Europe.

o

More detailed definitions of ENCI are available here
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EnergyPROSPECTS conceptual framework
pens up the concept to include “latent’ forms
of energy citizenship
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